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of religion in the United Provinces. Thereupon the
father commissary had gone to Spain, and had remained
longer than was agreeable. Nevertheless, they had
meantime tieated of other points. Coming back at last
to the point of religion, the States-General had taken a
resolution, and had given them their dismissal, without
being willing to hear a word more, or to make a single
proposition of moderation or accommodation.

He could not refrain from saying that the commis-
sioners had been treated roughly. Their High Mighti-
nesses had fixed the time for their dismissal more
precisely than one would do with a servant who was
discharged for misconduct; for the lackey, if he asked
for it, would be allowed at least a day longer to pack
his trunk for the journey. They protested before God
and the assembly of the States that the king and princes
had meant most sincerely, and had dealt with all round-
ness and sincerity. They at least remained innocent of
all the disasters and calamities to come from the war.

" As for myself," said Eichardot, " I am no prophet,
nor the son of a prophet; yet I will venture the pre-
diction to you, my lords the States-General, that you
will bitterly rue it that you did not embrace the peace
thus presented, and which you might have had. The
blood which is destined to flow, now that you have
scorned our plan of reconciliation, will be not on our
heads but your own."80

Barneveld replied by temperately but firmly repelling
the charges brought against the States in this artful
oration of the president. They had proceeded in the
most straightforward manner, never permitting them-
selves to enter into negotiations except on the pre-
liminary condition that their freedom should be once
for all conceded and recognized. " You and you only,"
he continued, " are to bear the blame that peace has not
been concluded; you who have not been willing or not
been able to keep your promises. One might, with
better reason, hold you guilty of all the bloodshed; you
whose edicts, bloodier and more savage than war itself,
long ago forced these provinces into the inevitable
necessity of waging war; you whose cruelty, but yester*
day exercised on the crews of defenceless and innocent
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